The present observations of the reproductive behaviour of adult male patas monkeys (Erythrocebus patas) suggest that these primates typically copulate during a single mount unless they experience difficulty achieving intromission and/or they are harassed by conspecifics. These observations are in contrast to the report by Hall et al. (1965), who described a patas male who copulated in a series of mounts, i.e. behaviour similar to that of males of several macaque
The present observations of the reproductive behaviour of adult male patas monkeys (Erythrocebus patas) suggest that these primates typically copulate during a single mount unless they experience difficulty achieving intromission and/or they are harassed by conspecifics. These observations are in contrast to the report by Hall et al. (1965) , who described a patas male who copulated in a series of mounts, i.e. behaviour similar to that of males of several macaque species (Bielert & Goy, 1973; Nadler & Rosenblum, 1973 In addition to the copulatory behaviour of Males LI73 and A, some data from adult Male I are included. Male I was released to be free-ranging at La Parguera with a small group of females in the autumn of 1972. Notes on the behaviour of Male I were made when the free-ranging patas came near the study corral.
Patas monkey females exhibit oestrus in distinct periods which average 12-0 days in duration (range 1 to 66 days) and which occur cyclically at intervals averaging 31-9 days in length (range 10 to 78 days) (J. Loy, unpublished data). Oestrus is indicated by the female actively seeking the attentions of the adult male, primarily through the use of a display known as sexual soliciting (Hall et al., 1965) .
Mounts and copulations (as defined below) by the adult male are closely correlated with the female oestrous periods. These periods of sexual receptivity were identified and measured by the occurrence of the soliciting pattern. During this study, 87 mounts by the adult males on adult females were seen James Loy in the corral, including 21 copulations. Ninety-eight per cent of the mounts and 100% of the copulations occurred during oestrous periods.
The mounting posture of the adult male patas has been described by Hall, et al. (1965) These observations thus suggest that patas males typically reach the ejacula¬ tion threshold during their first mount of an oestrous female. The multiplemount copulations observed at La Parguera appeared to have been series of copulation attempts ending finally in successful intromission and ejaculation, rather than true series-mount matings.
Twenty-four ejaculatory mounts by patas males were seen during this study; i.e. the twenty-one complete copulations, plus three additional instances in which the ejaculatory mount was seen, but there was some doubt that the entire mating had been witnessed. The number of intromitted pelvic thrusts was counted on 22 of these ejaculatory mounts, and the mean number was found to be 9-6 thrusts (range 4 to 15). The mean time for a patas ejaculatory mount (which appeared to be equivalent to the basic copulatory pattern for our males) was 12-1 sec (range 8 to 20 sec).
The observations of the LaParguera patas monkeys suggest that the single-
